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Boomer Esiason led the Cineinnati Bengals to the Super Bow!
and was the NFL's most valuable player in 1988. After four
years with the New York Jets and Arizona Cardinals, Esiason,
36, returned to Cincinnati last season as a backup quarterback
This fall, Esiason makes another return to foolball—this lime as
a commentator on “Monday Night Football.”

But always first with Esiason has been his son, Gunnar, who
has cystic fibrosis, a disease thal affects about 30,000
Americans

Here, he writes a Father's Day tribute to his son.

By BOOMER ESIASON
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Dear Gunnar,

The two greatest days of my life are the ones on
which you and Sydney were born. It's really
difficult to express in words the love I have for
you two.

For the short seven years that you have been
around, we have experienced so much together.
On the day you were born—April 6, 1991—I
couldn't believe my great fortune. We had a
beautiful baby boy!

Since that day, vou have been a sweet, gentle
little soul, never complaining. In addition to
looking like your mom, you have her kindness
and caring personality, which makes you very,
very special.

Not only are you a joy and a treasure, you are
also the bravest little boy that I know. With all
you have been through—the needles, X -rays,
physical therapy and nagging coughs—you have
found a way to play and flourish in school and ice
hockey. You are a terrific student, and I am proud
of you as any dad could possibly be.

I pray that your life will be long and filled with
happiness. You can always count on me to be by
your side and to save that “special spot” just for

roul.

Since 1991, when you came into my life,
Father's Day has truly been special. I love you,
G-MAN!

Always,
Dad

BRADTRENT
Gunnar rides high on his father's shoulder. The 7-year-old son of football great Boomer Esiason has cystic fibrosis.

Please see S7 for facts about cystic fibrosis.
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